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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Canceled) 

2. (Currently Amended) The contents selection system according to claim 23 wherein: 
said client includes speech recognition means for performing speech recognition on said 

first and s e cond series of input speech information. 




3. (Currently Amended) The contents selection system according to claim 23 wherein: 



said server includes speech recognition means for performing speech recognition on said 
first and s e cond series of input speech information received from said client over the network. 

4-5. (Canceled) 

6. (Currently Amended) The contents selection system according to claim 2 wherein: 
said speech recognition means includes means for verifying whether or not the speech 

recognition on said first and s e cond series of input speech information has been made 

correctly [ I";]] , such that 

if the speech recognition is verified by said verification means to be made correctly, then 

said first and s e cond series of input speech information, processed with said speech recognition 

means , is output[[;]] J _and 
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if the speech recognition is verified by said verification means not to be made correctly, 
then speech recognition is performed again to output the series of input speech information 
processed with said speech recognition means . 



7. (Currently Amended) The contents selection system according to claim 3 wherein: 

said speech recognition means includes means for verifying whether or not the speech 
recognition on said first and second series of input speech information has been made 
correctlyf such that 

if the speech recognition is verified by said verification means to be made correctly, then 
said first and s e cond series of input speech information, processed with said speech recognition 
means , is output[[:]] , and 

if the speech recognition is verified by said verification means not to be made correctly, 
then speech recognition is again-performed again on the first and second series of input speech 
information received over the network from said client to output the series of input speech 
information processed with said speech recognition means . 



8. (Canceled) 

9. (Currently Amended) The client for a contents selection system according to claim 25, 
further comprising: 

speech recognition means for performing speech recognition on the first and s e cond 
series of input speech information, and transmitting the recognized series of input speech 
information to the server. 



3 



00195757 



PATENT 

Serial No. 09/674,576 
Attorney Docket No. 450101 



-02387 



10. (Canceled) 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The server for a contents selection system according to claim 
26, further comprising: 

speech recognition means for performing speech recognition on said first and s e cond 
series of input speech information received from said client over said network. 

12-22. (Canceled) 

23. (Currently Amended) A contents selection system, comprising: 

a client configured to successively t ransmit fe^a series of input speech information to a 
server over a network , the series of input speech information including previous, current, and 
subsequent input speech information ; and 

a server configured to receive the successively transmitted series of ft re^input speech 
information from said client, and to_generate contents selection information in response to the 
fifs^ series of input speech information, 

wherein said server generates the contents selection information for each stage of the 
transmission of the series of input speech information by calculating the similarity of acoustic 
characteristic quantities between the current input speech information and the contents selection 
information generated for the previous input speech information, and said server indicating a 
match when a number of the calculated similarity of acoustic characteristic quantities enables 
s aid client to s e l e ct at l e ast on e cont e nts it e m from exceeds a predetermined numbe r, such that 
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the match determines the contents selection information of the subsequent input speech 
inform ation of cont e nts items that narrows the po s sible cont e nts it e ms for s e l e ction by said 
cli e nt, and to provid e the se l e ction as s e cond input spe e ch information to th e s e rv e r so that the 
s e rv e r can int e rpr e t th e s e l e ction in th e s e cond input spe e ch information only within those 
possibl e cont e nt s it e ms, with substantially few e r errors than without the contents s e l e ction 
information . 



24. (Previously Presented) The contents selection system according to claim 23, wherein 
the contents selection information includes categories for title, performance, and genre. 



25. (Currently Amended) A client for a contents selection system, the client comprising: 

a transmitter to successively t ransmit fire^ a series of input speech information to a server 
over a network , the series of input speech information including previous, current, and 
subsequent input speech information ; and 

a receiver to receive a series of contents selection information generated by the server in 
response to the fet-seriesof input speech information, the series of contents selection 
information including previous, current, and subsequent contents selection information, 

wherein the server generates the current contents selection information by calculating the 
similarity of acoustic characteristic quantities between the current input speech information and 
the previous contents selection information, and the server indicates a match when a number of 
the calculated similarity of acoustic characteristic quantities exceeds e nabl e s th e cli e nt to s e lect 
at l e ast on e cont e nts item from a predetermined number , such that the match determines the 
subsequent input speech information of contents it e ms that narrows th e possible cont e nts items 
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for s e lection by th e client, and to transmit the selection as s e cond input speech information to tho 
s e rv e r so that the s e rv e r can int e rpr e t th e s e l e ction in the se cond input spe e ch information only 
within thos e pos s ibl e cont e nt s it e ms, with s ubstantially f e w e r e rrors than without the cont e nts 
sel e ction information . 



26. (Currently Amended) A server for a contents selection system, the server 
comprising: 

a receiver to successively receive fos ^a series input speech information from a client 
over a network , the series of input speech information including previous, current, and 
subsequent input speech information ; and 

a transmitter to transmit a series of contents selection information generated by the server 
in response to the fest -series of input speech information , the series of contents selection 
information including previous, current, and subsequent contents selection information , 

wherein the server generates the current contents selection information by calculating the 
similarity of acoustic characteristic quantities between the current input speech information and 
the previous contents selection information, and the server indicates a match when a number of 
the calculated similarity of acoustic characteristic quantities exceeds enabl e s th e cli e nt to select 
at l e ast on e cont e nts it e m from a predetermined number , such that the match determines the 
subsequent input speech information of cont e nts items that narrows the possibl e contents items 
for s e l e ction by the cli e nt and to rec e ive th e s e l e ction as s e cond input sp ee ch information from 
th e cli e nt so that th e s e rv e r can int e rpr e t th e s e l e ction in th e s e cond input sp ee ch information 
only within thos e possible cont e nts it e ms, with sub s tantially fewer errors than without the 
content s se l e ction information . 
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27. (Currently Amended) A contents selection method, comprising: 
successively transmitting fifst- a series of input speech information from a client to a 

server over a network , the series of input speech information including previous, current, and 
subsequent input speech information ; and 

generating contents selection information at the server in response to receipt of the fet 
series of input speech information, 

wherein said server generates the contents selection information for each stage of the 
transmission of the series of input speech information by calculating the similarity of acoustic 
characteristic quantities between the current input speech information and the contents selection 
information generated for the previous input speech information, and said server indicating a 
match when a number of the calculated similarity of acoustic characteristic quantities e nabl e s th e 
cli e nt to s e l e ct at least one contents it e m from exceeds a predetermined number , such that the 
match determines the contents selection information of the subsequent input speech information 
of cont e nts it e ms that narrow s th e possibl e cont e nts items for sel e ction by th e cli e nt, and to 
provid e th e selection as s e cond input sp e ech information to th e s e rv e r so that the server can 
interpr e t th e sel e ction in the second input spe e ch information only within tho se pos s ible cont e nts 
items, with substantially f e wer e rror s than without th e content s sel e ction information . 

28. (Previously Presented) The contents selection method according to claim 27, wherein 
the contents selection information includes categories for title, performance, and genre. 
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